well-known popular book on biology with the queer, unappe-
tizing title Ascarida (ascarides are intestinal worms), formerly
a German and now an American scientist.
Who would think that The Origin of Species came out
eighty-one years ago?
Is Goldschmidt the only one who expounds such ideas?
No. He only repeated, almost word for word, what the aged
German classificator Kleinschmidt had revealed to the world,
evidently as the secret of his life, ten years before. The
Englishman Davis, however, claims priority in enunciating
these ideas. True, he concedes that there has been some evo-
lution, but this does not prevent a "creative force" from being
the arbiter of the fate of the world; and this "creative force"
had revealed its chief secrets to him. It had whispered into
his ear that it had husbanded its strength, that it had not
been its intention to create things out of nothing as was be-
lieved by its stupid, excessively naive worshippers, the out-and-
out opponents of evolution. Why should it create things out
of nothing when raw materials like eggs and embryos were
available? It breathed on the egg of a dinosaur and out popped
a bird, like a cuckoo out of a finch's nest!
Davis defended evolution in opposition to the ornitholo-
gist Douglas Dewar; to be logical, however, he should have
recognized him as his authority, for it was Sir Douglas who
had never observed natural transitions even between families.
And the paleontologist Dyke swore on his honour that however
deeply he had dug into the earth, himself wielding spade and
geological hammer until he got corns on his hands, he had
everywhere found remains of exactly the same types of ani-
mals and plants as existed on Earth today. The same types
with no "bridges" between the different types; and they had
no common roots. To doubt that would mean throwing
doubt on the genuineness of Dyke's university degree,
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